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Participation in International
Meetings/workshops

Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group (AHTEG) Meeting on Socioeconomic Considerations
Seoul, Korea, 17-21 February 201401

The meeting of the AHTEG on Socio-economic can siderafons was attended by 27 experts from 
23 countries and relevant international organizations. Participants were invited to share their views 
and propose elements which they believed would contribute to achieving conceptual clarity on 
socio-economic considerations. Accordingly, each participant made suggestions of elements 
which was later compiled and made available for discussion by the group. The compilation that 
was prepared included sections on general principles, methodologies and points to consider.

During the discussions, some participants expressed the need for clarifying the relationship 
between risk assessment and socio-economic considerations and the extent to which human 
health-related issues could be addressed as socio-economic considerations. Some participants 
emphasized the importance of identifying provisions from international agreements that were 
relevant to socio-economic considerations in decision-making on living modified organisms.

s

Full report of the meeting can be accessed at
http://bch.cbd.int/protocol/meetings/documents.shtml?eventid=5336
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FAO Technical Consultation on Low Levels of GM Crops in International 
Food and Feed Trade
Rome, Italy, 20-21 Mac 2014

02

The Technical Consultation was open to all Food and Agriculture Organization of The United 
Nations (FAO) Members and Observers and was attended by a total of 220 people. The 
participants included 201 delegation members from 90 countries, 10 observers, 4 
intergovernmental organization participants and 5 external speakers, as well as several FAO staff 
members. The overall objective of the Consultation was to facilitate international discussion 
among FAO Members on low levels of genetically modified (GM) crops in international food and 
feed trade. The results of the FAO technical analyses on the topic were prepared for presentation 
and discussion. The scope of the Consultation was technical and exploratory, providing a forum 
for experts to present the results of their research findings on the issue. 

It is the prerogative of participating FAO Members to utilize the findings for relevant national 
policies, regulations and guidelines. The Consultation was not intended to make 
recommendations on any decisions or policies that national authorities might make under their 
own legislative framework. The FAO Technical Consultation was designed to contribute to: i) 
Raising awareness of the issue of low levels of GM crops in food and feed, and associated factors, 
and possible impacts on food security; and ii) Improving the understanding and recognition of 
various points of view of the issue from relevant stakeholders.

Relevant documents for this consultation is available at 
http://www.fao.org/food/food-safety-quality/a-z-index/biotechnology/LL/en/









Due to the unique implications of activities involving modern biotechnology, bioethics 
consideration is fundamental in the implementation, promotion and regulation of modern 
biotechnology. Identification of common grounds is important to find standards that might be 
acceptable in local bioethics consideration by engaging society as well as stakeholders. It is 
sometimes said that science moves so quickly that bioethics has difficulty in keeping up. In view of 
that, on 9 July 2010 the Government of Malaysia established the National Bioethics Council of 
Malaysia (Majlis Bioetika Negara) to play a role as an advisory panel that discusses and resolves 
bioethical issues that may have an impact concerning the environment, social, health, culture, laws 
and religions and Malaysian society in general.

In conclusion, application of bioethics principles is important for the development and acceptance 
of modern biotechnology from our society. Therefore it has been aptly incorporated through the 
implementation of the Biosafety Act 2007. 

Box 1: Some examples of issues commonly discussed related to bioethics. 
Source: Educating Bioethics Committees: Guide No.3. 2007. Paris: UNESCO.
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a)  Human Procreation - natural and artificial.
b)  Commodification of human organs, tissues, cells
c)  Unrestrained scientific freedom leading to
  innovations that may harm future generations.
d)  Biotechnologies serving non-beneficial ends.
e)  Genetic enhancements - ‘perfect babies’, 
 ‘youthfulness/agelessness’
f)  Implications of limiting biological research.
g)  Providing equitable access to new biotechnologies.

Commodification of
Human Organs

Tissues
Cells

}



Malaysia has identified biotechnology as one of the new income sources of the nation and envisioned it 
as the engine of growth for knowledge based economy. Being a megabiodiverse country, Malaysia also 
has great concern to ensure that the nation’s biological resources are well safeguarded. The National 
Policy on Biological Diversity 1998 which calls for the sustainable utilization of biological resources among 
others through biotechnology. This was further augmented with the establishment of the National 
Biotechnology Policy in 2005. This Policy provides a conducive environment for research and 
development (R&D) and industry growth through leveraging on country’s existing strength and 
capabilities.

However, the emergence of living modified organism (LMO) through modern 
biotechnology has led to concerns about its potential harmful effects on the 
environment and human health. These concerns were addressed through the 
Convention on Biological Diversity, which provided a framework to negotiate the 
Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety (CPB), which regulates international transboundry 
movement of LMO. CPB was adopted on 29 January 2000 and aims to ensure the 
potential adverse impact of modern biotechnology is minimized and managed in a 
manner that does not have a negative impact on biodiversity and human health. Since 
its adoption, the Protocol has received remarkable support and steady progress in its 
implementation. The number of parties to the Protocol continues to grow, and 
currently stands at 167. Malaysia signed the Protocol on 24 May 2000 and 
subsequently ratified it on 3 September 2003. In October 2010, the Nagoya – Kuala 
Lumpur Supplementary Protocol on Liability and Redress was adopted to supplement the CPB. The 
Supplementary Protocol specifies the measures that need to be taken in response to damage resulting 
from LMO that find their origin in a transboundary movement.

At the national front, the Biosafety Act 2007 (the Act) was passed by Parliament on 11 July 2007. The Act 
came into force on 1 December 2009 while the Biosafety (Approval and Notification) Regulations 2010  
came into force on 1 November 2010 to implement the Act. Together they represent a national scheme 
for the regulation of LMO and products of LMO. As of 30 June 2014, 11 applications for import for 
release of genetically modified (GM) products for the purpose of food, animal feed and processing have 
been approved under the Act.

However, Malaysia at the moment does not have a policy to handle unintended, low levels of 
unauthorized GM materials that could be found in imported grain, food and feed products. These 
materials could have been authorized for commercial use or sale in one or more countries but not in 
Malaysia, being a country of import. There are number of factors that contribute to comingling: pollen 
flow; mixing during harvesting, transport, storage and processing; human error; and accidents. This is 
known as low level presence or adventitious presence. While low level presence can be minimized, in 
pratice it cannot be eliminated entirely and is not unique to crops enhanced through biotechnology. As a 
result, allowances for low level presence have been recognized in laws, regulations and standards.

Under the current regulatory approach, any presence of an unauthorized GM product in the Malaysian 
marketplace is considered “regulatory non-compliance”. Therefore, grain or seed shipments that contain 
even trace amounts of a GM product unauthorized in Malaysia would be considered non-compliance and 
this triggers a risk assessment of the low level presence situation.

The intent of the risk assessment is to examine the risk to the food and feed supply and the environment. 
The risk management process uses this risk assessment, along with other factors, to determine the most 
appropriate level of intervention required to make the situation compliant with the regulations. 

The Formulation of Low 
Level Presence Policy 
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